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Waste Equity Position Statement on DOE’s Use of 
Commercial Radioactive Waste/Materials Processors and Disposal Sites

“Waste Equity” refers to the principle that the burden of treatment and disposal of DOE radioactive and mixed waste at DOE-owned treatment and disposal facilities is balanced across the DOE complex.  However, DOE is now using more commercial facilities for treatment and disposal of its radioactive and mixed wastes.  A concentration of radioactive and mixed waste (and materials) treatment industries has developed in Oak Ridge and eastern Roane County.  DOE sends waste to the Oak Ridge area for commercial treatment from several of its sites, yet this is not considered part of the waste equity equation.  Additionally, DOE relies on a commercial firm’s Nuclear Regulatory Commission (or state Division of Radiological Health) licensing process to manage risk; however, there is no consideration of cumulative risk due to an industry concentration of radioactive waste processors or disposal sites in an area.  

The Oak Ridge Reservation Local Oversight Committee promotes the following actions to ensure safe and equitable treatment and disposal of DOE’s wastes and excess materials: 

· Equity issues should be a concern of DOE’s site generating the waste, the State, and host/surrounding governments.  Holding transparent discussions between these entities regarding costs and risks to the host communities is desirable.

· Equity considerations should not be limited to public-sector entities, but should also include private-sector industries that support DOE, such as waste management, treatment, and broker facilities.
· A cumulative risk assessment based on maximum allowable discharges from the industry concentration should be provided. In addition, centrally located ambient monitoring points are desirable. Risk evaluations of cleanup sites should include transportation and potential exposure risks to populations near the commercial waste processor/disposal facility.  Environmental justice should also be considered when evaluating the effects of these facilities on surrounding communities.
· In addition to Tier II information required under the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, facilities should provide information regarding onsite radioactive wastes/materials and treatment technologies to local governments for emergency planning purposes.  They should also be active members of the local emergency planning committees. 
Compensation or in-kind offsets should be available when negative impacts by waste operations can be demonstrated.  Such impacts might include increased risk from transportation or cumulative emissions. A presumption of harm is a negative impact in that it can affect a community’s reputation to such an extent that it can become a factor in the recruitment of other industry and new residents.
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